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The English
Wine Centre,
Alfriston

tmedtmgmdtn?é&ur_ First,
there were restaurants-with-rooms.

Now, I discovered, there appeared to

bewinecentres-with-rooms. | drove
down the M23, and acrossthe AZ7,
full of anticipation, ready to try the
finestwinesavailableto England —
and then go fora snooze afterwards.
The English Wine Centre, in East
Sussex, is run by Colin Munday and his
wifie Christine, who have turned their

handstothesplendid idea of “winerooms®, :

which apened lastmonth. Since buying
thecentre, which had been quietly selling
domesticwines fromalittleshopinaflint
barn, the couple have refurbished the
200-year-old structure, adding a stylish
restaurant and five designer rooms.

The result is rather wonderful. The first

: The English Wine
i and its arentalstyle
: garden

thing that struck me wasthe pretty setting.

The gardens around the crunchy-new
gravel drive have been landscaped by
Roger Platts, the Chelsea Flower Show
award-winning gardener. Thereare cute

{ fountains, oriental-style yardsand neat
i lawnsattheback (near another old barn,
i converted for weddings), amid brightbeds

: ofpinkand whiteroses.

Past a gurgling fountain, I entered the

¢ Green Oak Barn,amodernversionofa

i traditional Sussex barn, where [ found

i myselfinalarge room with a small bar and
¢ wallpaper printed with books. "We haven't
: guite finished down here,” Colinsaid.

i "We're going tosort this out soon.” The

: rooms upstairs varied in size, somewith

i bed, plushgrey carpet (which seemed very
i expensive), curtains witha floral pattern
¢ andamodernimpressionist painting of

i thecountryside. Itsmelt new. Itwas big.

i Therewerelow-slung armchairsand

: stonelamps. The bathroom sink was

; enormous, lined with fancy Baylis &

i Harding toiletries.

Itwas aperfect pad toslink back to after

} enjoyinga meal—and, ofcourse, adecent
i droportwo. So,in arestaurant with a low

Travel 25

¢ ceilingand crooked, whitewashed walls, |
i setto Sussexbeefsteak, mushroomand
i English red wine pie, accompanied by an
: Oxford Regatta red recommended by

; Alison, the waitress, who hasa degree

i inwinemaking.

Prices—there was also fresh-dressed

: Cromer craband seabream —wereabout
: ElOforamain. After eating, [ checked out
: shelfuponshelfof English wines in the

: shop.Ihad noideathere were so many.

Iboughta pinot noir from Wickham

: Vineyardin Hampshire, Colin's favourite
: Englishred. Itwassmooth, lightand just
; right forasummer's evening. [ satinthe

i garden withabookand a glass, revellingin
i thiswinecentre-with-roomsconcept,

i beforeretiring tomy own smartroom,

i Tom Chesshyre

¢ TheEngllsh Wine Centre{01323870164.
i englishwinecouk), Alfriston Road, East

i Sussex BN26505 B&Bdoubles from E135.
! Room750utaf10

i Serviced

: FoodB

i Value9

i Coolfactor75

: Score82

: Doyouagree?Suggest hotels
i orgetintouch:
i coolhotels@thetimes.co.uk




